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LITERARY GEMS

We’ve unearthed some
intriguing curiosities,
fascinating stories and
unusual facts about
Edinburgh’s literary
heritage which will be

of interest to your visitors.
You'll find these Literary
Gems throughout the guide.

1. Introduction

IDEAS TO TRY

e Think of how you can
work with City of
Literature Trust to develop
packages, create offers
and joint marketing
activities to grow your
business.

Find inspiration and ideas
to help you attract
visitors and improve their
experience of literary
Edinburgh at
www.cityofliterature.com

LITERARY GEM No.1

Edinburgh’s Literature
Quarter The ‘Literature
Quarter’ is right in the
heart of the Old Town and
encompasses the Scottish
Poetry Library, Scottish
Storytelling Centre,
Scottish Book Trust,
Canongate Books, The
Writers’ Museum, Makars’
Court and the National
Library of Scotland.

lan Rankin,
UK’s best-selling
crime writer.
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LITERARY GEM No.2 E i
National Geographic L

places Edinburgh as the

number one literature city

in the world. e Th@i“ﬂ )

National Geographic Travel- "
ler published a list of the . f"q. f 3.]: a On. Peggy Hughes, Communications Executive: peggy@cityofliterature.com - Tel: 0131 220 2970
top 10 literary cities in the ) . ; '

world to visit. Unsurprisingly

given its literary heritage

Edinburgh was awarded

the number one place in

the world to experience

literature at

its best.

hitp://www.travel.

nationalgeographic.com/

travel/top-10/literary-

cities/

LITERARY GEM No.3

The Scots word Makar

stresses the role of the

poet or author as a skilled
Contacts: Ali Bowden, Director: ali@cityofliterature.com and versatile worker in the
craft of writing. Edinburgh
has adopted its own ver-
sion of the Poet Laureate:
Ron Butlin is the Edin-
burgh Makar. He accepts
poetry commissions, gives
speeches at public events,
writes occasional poems,
attends receptions, and
gives talks and readings.

IDEAS TO TRY

* Give your visitors a copy
of the Explore the City
of Literature leaflet to
start them on their literary
journey. Contact City of
Literature for free copies.

IDEAS TO TRY

* Tell your visitors about
Edinburgh as a City of
Literature and the literary
things on your doorstep —
you can make links to
www.cityofliterature.
com and other aspects
listed in the working
with the City of Literature
resources section.

* Encourage more visitors to
come by letting them take
a free virtual tour of
Edinburgh’s amazing
literary and built heritage
- Stories in Stone:
hitp://www.
visitscotland.com/
guide/scotland-
factfile/arts-culture/
literature/edinburgh-
stories/

D
IDEAS TO TRY

« Sign Up
To keep track of what's
going on in the City of
Literature sign up for the
free weekly What's On
email bulletin. Just email
edinburgh@city
ofliterature.com with
‘join What’s On bulletin’
to sign up.

A To find out more or link to these on your web site visit: www.cityofliterature.com/tourism
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LITERARY GEM No.4

You and your visitors can
get a free Robert Burns
App for your iPhone, with
more than 550 poems and
love songs, complete with
a useful glossary of terms
to help interpret the Scots
words. Go to:
http://bit.ly/yWh6GZ

L
IDEAS TO TRY

« Put the free City of Literature

film on your website to
attract literary visitors to
your city.

« Poems on Pillows: place
a poem on the pillows in

ity is so distinguished in literature
d the arts, coming back to Edmur
s 1‘0 me like coming home”

‘l -

- CHARL

3. What is Literary Tourism and how can you benefit?

The Writers’ Museum and Makers’ Court:

Scottish Storytelling Centre:

The Scottish Poetry Library:

West Port:

The National Library of Scotland:

Edinburgh Central Library:

LITERARY GEM No.5

Literary Guidebooks
Have the following literary
guidebooks on Edinburgh
available for your guests:

The Literary Traveller in
Edinburgh (Allan Foster);
Reading Round Edinburgh
(Lindsey Fraser and Kath-
ryn Ross); The Edinburgh
Literary Companion
(Andrew Lownie).

Buy them online at
www.hooksforscotland.
com or add the link to your
website for guests keen to
learn more.

guestrooms to link with

a festival or event. The

Scottish Poetry Library has

an online search for a poem John Murray Archive:
facility on their web site.

www.scottishpoetrylibrary.

co.uk

IDEAS TO TRY

« Are you in a literary hotspot? Did a
famous author live on your doorstep?
Which books are right up your street?
Explore your City of Literature through
the stories it has inspired with an

DID YOU KNOW?

“The attraction of bookshops has always been that
they offer more than their utilitarian function: the joy
of browsing lovingly stacked shelves, unexpected
reading tips and chance encounters make for a
tactile and intellectual experience in its own right...”
Financial Times, 28 May 2011

Bookshop tourism describes a niche market.
Bookshop tourists are defined as people who, when
they travel, tour local bookshops to seek out guide
books and other titles related to where they are visiting
or to source books written by local authors.

There are about 50 bookshops in Edinburgh,

with many located around West Port, just off the
Grassmarket. Ask to be added to their mailing or
email lists to help promote their author events and
specialist evenings to your visitors.

The War Poets’ Collection:

Scott Monument:

Burns Monument:

interactive map developed by
Edinburgh City Libraries, which
gives information on books based
in Edinburgh http://yourlibrary.
edinburgh.gov.uk/fictionmap
Use the City of Literature trails

or map to give your visitors a
different way to see and explore
Edinburgh.

Create a tailored walk from your
business to Edinburgh’s literary
monuments and places of interest.
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LITERARY GEM No.6

Scottish Parliament: Visitors
can read quotations from
Scottish authors etched into
the walls of the building.

DID YOU KNOW?

Dubbed “Edinburgh’s Soho”,
the West Port is a lively and
eclectic stretch just off the
Grassmarket with a variety
of second-hand bookshops.
The area hosts the annual
West Port Book Festival with
events taking place in the
shops, churches, galleries

and bars. It's a great place
for visitors to explore another
side to Edinburgh.

IDEAS TO TRY

« Get in touch with literary
festivals and events to see
how you can work with
them and promote them on
your website. Do you already
work with City of Literature?
If you do, then consider how
you might benefit from a
closer working relationship.
If you have yet to contact
them, discover how the City
of Literature could help you
access new markets.

Join the City of Literature
free weekly ‘What’s On’
e-bulletin for the latest news
about literary events. Could
you put on your own event
and promote it through the
City of Literature Trust?

Put a link on your website

to Clicket: Edinburgh’s central
arts and ticketing portal, a
great place to find out what's
on in the city.

January

February

March

April

May

June

%

¥Bne of the most vibran

g and interesting places in

the world”
ALEXANDER MCCALL SMITH

August

September

October

November

Edinburgh International Book Festival (August):

Contact: Amanda Barry: t: 0131 718 5636: Amanda@edbookfest.co.uk

Portobello Book Festival (September):

Contact: portobellobookfestival@gmail.com

West Port Book Festival (October):

Contact: Peggy Hughes: peggy@westportbookfestival.org

Edinburgh Independent & Radical Book Fair (October):

Contact: 0131 662 9112; e: books@word-power.co.uk

Scottish International Storytelling Festival (October):

Contact: Donald Smith: t: 0131 556 9579: e: donald@scottishstorytellingcentre.com

Lennoxlove Book Festival (November):

Contact: Paula Ogilvie: 07929 435575: info@lennoxlovebookfestival.com

Linlithgow Book Festival (November):

Contact: 01506 670268: admin@linlithgowbookfestival.org

LITERARY GEM No.7

Edinburgh Bookshops
Virtual Trail: Virtual trails
are a great resource for
visitors to the city and a
great way for bookshops
to raise their profile. An at-

tractive virtual trail, free on
the City of Literature web-
site, provides information
and images of Edinburgh’s
46 bookshops

LITERARY GEM No.8

The Edinburgh International
Book Festival website
attracts 165,000 unique
visits from over 170
countries. The festival
itself welcomes 192,000
visitors, 51% of whom are
from outside Edinburgh.
Keeping your visitors
informed of the wide range
of events and festivals in
your area, including any
events and festivals in the
city centre, will help them
better plan their visit to
Edinburgh.

pip You know? @

World Book Day: World Book
Day is held every year. How
can you use World Book Day
as a marketing opportunity?
What about giving your guests
a complimentary book token?
For more details go to www.
worldbookday.com

World Book Night:
www.worldbooknight.org
World Book Night is an annual
event celebrated in the UK,
Ireland and the USA. Work
with your local bookshop to
create an event.
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IDEAS TO TRY

« Offer a selection of books
or films about Edinburgh for
your guests to borrow.

* Load a Kindle or e-reader
with books about Edinburgh
and Edinburgh guides for
your guests to browse.

 Smart Phone Apps
Recommend apps on your
website for visitors to
download before they arrive.
The City of Literature Trust
launches its own free
Edinburgh Bookshops app in
Spring 2012 and the website
has a list of links to apps by
famous Edinburgh authors.

. DID YOU KNOW?

Arthur Conan Doyle was
born on 22 May 1859

at Picardy Place. Doyle
based Sherlock Holmes
on Doctor Joseph Bell, a
surgeon and teacher with
whom he had studied
while attending Edinburgh
University. Create your
own Sherlock Holmes
murder mystery event or
work with other tourism
businesses in your area
to put together exclusive

* Sir Arthur Conan Doyle * J. K. Rowling

* Robert Louis Stevenson
¢ Irvine Welsh

¢ Sir Walter Scott ¢ Alexander McCall Smith

¢ Kenneth Grahame

¢ lan Rankin
* James Boswell
e Muriel Spark » Tessa Ransford
* Norman MacCaig e Candia McWilliam

* Maggie O’Farrell
* Margaret Oliphant
» Kate Atkinson

* Nigel Tranter ¢ lain Banks

* Robert Fergusson e Paul Johnston

‘The Heart of Mid-Lothian’ (1818), Sir Walter Scott:

‘Kidnapped’(1886), Robert Louis Stevenson:

‘The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie’ (1961), Muriel Spark:

‘A Good Hanging’ (1992) lan Rankin:

‘“Trainspotting’ (1993), Irvine Welsh:
‘44 Scotland Street’ (2005), Alexander McCall Smith:

‘One Good Turn’ (2006), Kate Atkinson:

‘One Day’, (2009) David Nichols:

‘The Existential Detective’ (2010), Alice Thompson:

DID YOU KNOW? .

Spoon Cafe Bistro,

6a Nicolson Street:

Used to be known as
Nicolson’s Cafe famous for
being one of the places where
J.K. Rowling wrote much of
the first book in the Harry
Potter series.

The Elephant House,

21 George IV Bridge:

Made famous as the place of
inspiration to writers such as
J.K. Rowling, who sat writing
much of her early novels in
the back room overlooking
Edinburgh Castle. lan Rankin
and Alexander McCall-Smith,
have also been seen there.

Explore the
City of Literature
on foot

DID YOU kNow? @

The Stevenson House, one

of Edinburgh’s most unusual
hospitality venues, is the
former Edinburgh home of
Robert Louis Stevenson.
Visitors have the opportunity
to stay in the Stevenson
House on a bed and breakfast
basis or use it as a venue

for hosting lunches, dinners,
receptions and conferences.
www.stevenson-house.co.uk
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LITERARY GEM No.9

A Traveller’s Guide to
Literary Scotland: This
guide details 60 places

to visit in Scotland
associated with writers
and their works: writers’
homes, birthplaces,
graves, theatres, writers’
museums and locations
vividly described in novels
and poems. Stocked by
Waterstones in all their
Scottish branches, it is also
available to download from
the VisitScotland website
or in hard copy from
Visitor Information Centres.
Download the guide at
http://www.visitscotland.
com/repository/pdfs/
literary-scotland

IDEAS TO TRY

* Keep a stock of the literary
tour brochures for your
guests.

* Could you work in
partnership with some of
these tour companies to
offer a literary-themed lunch
or dinner as part of the tour?
If you’re a bookshop, could
you add value to the tours?

« City of Literature website has
a series of free virtual trails
for tourists. These include
quotes, photos, audio and
video links — there is also
the facility to create a print
VErsion so your guests can
walk the trail themselves.

4. Case Studies

* Edinburgh Book Lovers’ Tour

e Literary Pub Crawl

* Rebus Tours

* The Edinburgh Literary Pub Tour

* Mercat Tours — Writers by the Mile

“Edinburgh remains a city
of the mind, a writer’s city”

IAN RANKIN

Contact: Susan Morrison / lan Harrower: www.historyfest.co.uk

IDEAS TO TRY

« Various Burns Suppers,
ceilidhs and similar
celebrations take place
in Edinburgh to celebrate
the birth date of Scotland’s
National Bard, Robert
Burns. Create your own
Burns Supper or work
with a business to promote
their Burns Supper.

DID YOU KNOW? .

VisitScotland statistics show
that 20% of visitors book

their trip as a result of seeing
Scotland in movies or on
television. Edinburgh’s literary
heritage and historic locations
ensure its regular starring
appearance in films and
programmes of stories set in
and around the city. Promote
these film and TV locations to
your guests. To find out which
film & TV productions have
been filmed in Edinburgh, go to
http://www.edinfilm.com/
and promote your proximity to
these film and TV locations.

DID YOU KNOW? .

The City of Edinburgh’s
network of 28 libraries run
free book events each month
under the banner ‘Edinburgh
Reads’ and the libraries have
free wifi. Great for visitors to
drop in an explore the city
through books or online.
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IDEAS TO TRY

* Visltors need lots
of information on how to
get around and what to do
and see. City of Literature
has a wide range of
information, images and
interesting facts that you
can use on your website
and other marketing
material. Go to
www.cityofliterature.com

. DID YOU KNOW?

Surgeons’ Hall Museum

The History of Surgery

Museum has letters,

artworks, objects and film A
drawing together the many 5 Takl ng the neXt Step
connections between

Edinburgh, medicine and

the work of Arthur Conan

Doyle. The exhibition

focuses especially on

Conan Doyle’s relationship

to Joseph Bell, who later

became President of the

Royal College of Surgeons

of Edinburgh. It was Bell’s IDEAS TO TRY
analytical mind and keen

powers of observation Try some or all of these to help your business:
which led Conan Doyle to 1. Contact City of Literature Trust to find out how
write ‘It is most certainly they can help you and what resources are
to you that | owe Sherlock available for you.
Holmes’. Could you work . Find out more about what Edinburgh has to offer
in collaboration with other as UNESCO City of Literature to enable you to
businesses o create a recommend the hidden gems to your visitors.
Sherlock Holmes offer, . Look for like-minded businesses and develop
collaborative marketing activity to promote
Edinburgh’s City of Literature status. Partnering
with tour operators, hotels and B&Bs may prove
productive.
. Promote films and books located in Edinburgh
to attract a wider audience.
. The dates of the literary events do not change
. DID YOU KNOW? much from year to year, which fits with the need
There are six other Contacts: Igrtourismtbusigzsies }o plan ahe_?d. Promote
Business Opportuni A A . €Se events ana aates 1o your Visitors.
Guides withpi%formatt}i/on A'_' BO_Wder_" Director: . Literary festivals and events are an appealing
and facts on Edinburgh ali@cltyofilterature.com and lively addition to Edinburgh’s tourism

tourism. These have Peggy Hughes, Communications Executive: product. Includg the City of thgrature statps

SET LB I ST peggy@cityofliterature.com on your marketing and promotional material.
businesses in Edinburgh. Tel: 0131 220 2970 . Create your own I!terary trail using your business
All are available to Web: www.cityofliterature.com e oot

download from
www.etag.org.uk

or signpost your visitors
to include a visit to this
museum?

6. Links and other resources

www.cityofliterature.com
www.hooksfromscotland.com
www.edbookfest.co.uk
wwwhookfestivalsscotland.com
www.edinburghmuseums.org.uk
www.creativescotland.com
www.scottishbooktrust.com
www.scottishpoetrylibrary.co.uk
www.publishingscotland.org
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
www.edinburgh.gov.uk/libraries
www.nls.uk

www.edinburghforgroups.com
www.edinburghforgroups.com
www.rebustours.com
www.edinburghliterarypubtour.co.uk
www.leithwalks.co.uk
www.mercattours.com

www.etag.org.uk
www.visitscotland.org
www.marketingedinburgh.org
www.tourism-intelligence.co.uk
www.ewht.org.uk
www.edinburgh.gov.uk

To find out more, or for information on how to apply, go to: http://www.scottish-
enterprise.com/your-sector/tourism/how-we-can-help/tourism-innovation.aspx and select
Tourism Innovation Fund (TIF)
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This guide is based on the following
research and the grateful contribution
from Edinburgh’s literary experts.

 Mintel, Literary Tourism -
International, Travel and Tourism No.15

* Centre for Tourism & Cultural Change
Developing the potential of Literary
Tourism

* Produced with financial support
from Scottish Enterprise and with the
support and input from Edinburgh City
of Literature Trust

* Photo credits: Edinburgh UNESCO
City of Literature Trust — courtesy of
photographer Chris Scott, Edinburgh
World Heritage, Scottish Storytelling
Centre, Marketing Edinburgh,
Edinburgh International Book Festival
and Previously

Copy written, designed and produced by
Business Tourism Solutions, 2012

For information or how to book a workshop, go to http://www.scottish-
enterprise.com/your-sector/tourism/how-we-can-help/tourism-innovation.
aspx and select Tourism Innovation Toolkit

To find out more, or for information on how to apply, go to:
http://www.visitscotland.org/business_support/business_resources/funding_
opportunities/growth_fund.aspx

To keep up to date with the latest information, events, developments and
business opportunities in the tourism sector visit www.etag.org.uk




